A c Figure. Axial (A and B) and coronal (C andD) CT ofthe temporal bones reveals the absence ofthe inner ear structures and their replacement by dense cortical bone. B D
A 32-year-old man came to us for evaluation of a profound bilateral sensorineural hearing loss. The patient's hearing had been normal until he experienced an episode of meningitis when he was 13 years old. He had no history of ear infection or trauma.
An audiogram confirmed that the man had a profound bilateral hearing loss and no sound perception. Because he was not a candidate for hearing aids, computed tomography (CT) of the temporal bones was performed to investigate the feasibility of placing cochlear implants. CT revealed that the inner ear had been completely replaced by dense cortical bone (figure). This finding is consistent with a diagnosis of severe labyrinthitis ossificans. Because of the extent of the osteoneogenesis and the complete absence of sound perception, cochlear implantation was not pursued.
Labyrinthitis ossificans is a pathologic ossification in the cochlea and labyrinth. It is usually caused by an From the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Geisinger Medical Center, Danville, Pa.
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infection that reaches the inner ear via a tympanogenic (most common), meningogenic, or hematogenic route.' Chronic otitis media can cause labyrinthitis via either the oval or round window. Bacterial meningitis is the most common cause of meningogenic labyrinthitis. The infection spreads to the inner ear via subarachnoid spaces, such as the cochlear aqueduct and the internal auditory canal. Ossification is typically bilateral and can be seen as early as 3 to 4 months following an episode of acute bacterial meningitis. Between 8 and 24% of all cases of profound deafness in school-aged children are caused by bacterial meningitis.' Approximately 2 to 5% of children and adults who survive bacterial meningitis develop a profound bilateral sensorineural hearing 10ss.3 Hematogenic labyrinthitis is rare (mumps and measles are the most common pathogens)."
Labyrinthitis ossificans typically involves the perilymphatic space and spares the endolymphatic space. Inflammatory injury results in fibrosis, which is followed by the formation of new bone. CT is used in the preoperative assessment of possible cochlear implantation because it can detect sclerosis, irregularity, or obliteration of the cochlea, vestibule, and semicircular canals. The basal turn of the cochlea is the most frequently affected site, and this can make cochlear implantation difficult or impossible. Depending on the degree of ossification, the electrode can be inserted completely or partially.v'
ECM MIRROR WARMERS MEETING THE NEEDOF DOCTORS IN CLINICAPPLICATIONS WARMING MIRRORS TO PREVENT FOGGING

PREMIER GLASS BEAD MIRROR WARMER
Note: We can still repair the ECM mirror warmers if your mirror warmers need attention in the future. Don't discard them-repairs are not expensive, and they will still serve your needs for many years. 
